PG. 2

Proposed Waters of the U.S. Rule
change, make a comment by April
15t

PG.3 &4

Solid waste program update

Request for knowledge

liew of Redwood valley fron to pf hill east of the rancheria, RVR water tank, heavy rain impact

EPA DEPARTMNET OVERVIEW

The Tribal EPA Office was created in 1998 under the US EPA General Assistance
Program (GAP) to build and maintain the capacity to implement environmental
programs. The general goals are to maintain the present conditions of the
environment, take positive steps towards improving conditions in priority areas, and
prevent degradation of the environment in the future. This includes the following
areas of responsibility: drinking water, wastewater, solid waste, household
hazardous waste, emergency response, emergency response, groundwater
protection, wetlands, floodplain management, non-point source pollution, and

community educational outreach.

PG.5&6

Meet new staff

PG.9

Damaged caused by off road vehicles

PG.7 &8
ICWA Program
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PG.10& 11

How to garden with utility lines and more/ community discussion on wildfire.
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To Submit Comments

The 60-day public comment period closes April 15,
2019. You may submit comments, identified by
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2018-0149, by any of
the following methods on or before April 15th:

» Federal eRulemaking Portal:
http://www.regulations.gov/ (EPA’s preferred
method).

»Email: OW-Docket@epa.gov. Include Docket ID
No. EPA-HQ-OW-2018-0149 in the subject line.

»Mail: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA
Docket Center, Office of Water Docket, Mail Code
28221T, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20460.

»Hand Delivery/Courier: EPA Docket Center, WJC
West Building, Room 3334, 1301 Constitution
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20004. The Docket
Center's hours of operations are 8:30 a.m.-4:30
p.m., Monday-Friday (except Federal Holidays).

Redwood Valley Rancheria is working on its
comment as well, but the more comments
received the better the chances are of blocking
this rule change, delaying, or adjusting it to reduce
its impacts. Simply maintaining the 2015 WOTUS
definition-thus blocking the change proposal-is the
preferred outcome, according to the National
Tribal Water Council.
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SEND A COMMENT!

WATERS OF THE UNITES STATES (WOTUS) NEW
RULE PROPOSAL

February 29, 2017

President Trump December 11,
izsued an Executive 2018
Order directing EPA and the Army
EPA and Army to proposed a revised
review and revize WOTUS cefinition

WOTUS definition

P .

The propozed rule
waz published in

April 15,
2019

the Feceral PUb'iC
Register and
initiated 60-day coq\men.t
7‘\ public comment / period will
perioc. close.

Background

On February 14, 2019, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of the Army (Army)
published in the Federal Register a revised definition for
“Waters of the United States (WOTUS).” According to the
U.S. EPA and the Army, the revised WOTUS definition would
“establish the scope of federal regulatory authority under
the Clean Water Act in a clearer and understandable way.”

Possible Impacts in Indian Country
eCertain Waters Would Lose Federal Regulatory Protection

eReduced Protection for Tribal Water Rights and Treaty
Rights

eReduced Protection for Tribal Water Quality Standards

eDiminished Trust Responsibility of the Federal
Government and Its Agencies

August 6, 2019 RVR TEPA
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Solid Waste Program
Update

During the Last quarterly clean up
event in February we wanted to
create a new way for residents to
drop Off their items. We purchased
collapsible bins and Labeled them
according to what we see regularly
Dropped Off. For example, in the
photos our two bins were for Metals,
and large appliances. This not only
helps organize our quarterly clean up
area but also makes the disposal
process easier and quicker for our
EPA Staff. We will continue to use
these bins for our clean up events
they have been working out great
and we appreciate the community
participation.

August 6, 2019 RVR TEPA 3



EPA Exchange Network

REQUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE

Do you remember which side of the road the gas lines

a map.

were buried?

We need your knowledge to locate these lines. If you remember where
they were buried, please draw it on the map below and drop this off at the
Tribal Office. Write the house number so we can put your information in

N

A

House #: House # :
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Meet the New Staff Members

Water Resource Coordinators April 2019

Greetings, my name is Steven Elliott, | am the new
Water Resource Coordinator. The position Allan
Cooperrider recently vacated. 1 am a member of the
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians. | have worked for a Tribe
for over 18 total years. | am currently on my third week
and 90-day probation period. | hope with my contribution
and work ethic I am a good fit for the Tribe and kept on for
long-term employment. It is an honor to work for the Tribe,
I Thank you for the privilege and opportunity. | will do my
best to keep a high standard of professionalism that has
already been established here. | am always available to talk
about issues regarding the department. I’ll be working
directly under the EPA director Eileen Nunez.

The Water Tanks purpose is to holds all of the Tribes drinking water and water we need in the event of another
emergency. The water tank is over 30 years old, older than its life expectancy and is in severe need of being replace. In
order for the Tribe to get a new tank we desperately need your survey filled out and turned in for the grant funds to
replace it. We do not receive the survey here at the Tribal Office however it is definitely needed for the grant.

The responsibilities of the Water Resource Coordinator are; manage clean water grant 106, and 319. There is a
work plan and testing schedule in place that we abide by. We test for pollution and hazardous materials in our waterways
and wetlands. We also rehab the creek banks of invasive species. We do this so we can bring back the native plants to
the area. BIA water management plan grant, this grant is to help replace the water tanks, and storm proof and
sedimentation reduction around the needed areas and tank road. We test the drinking water every month making sure it
is bacteria free. We currently pursue funding through other grants we qualify for.

Testing schedule: monthly bacteria testing, we have lead and copper testing for homes built before 1986. We all know
the importance of not having lead or copper in our drinking water. We are scheduled to test for lead and copper during
the months of June 1 to September 30. We will send out instructions and go over them with all the homeowners. It is
very important those instructions are followed to get an actual result of what is in the water. Past results are available
upon request. Contact the EPA department regarding any of the testing results.

If you have any questions, you can call or stop by the office. Sincerely: Steven Elliott Water Resource Coordinator.

450 74y, August 6, 2019 RVR TEPA 5
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Greetings Tribal Members,

My name is Jasmine Billy, the Newly Hired Educational Coordinator for Redwood Valley Rancheria. My office is located
in Building B, aka Learning Center. (707) 485-0361 ext. 113

All education services for the children is offered by the Education
Department. If you have a child who is struggling in school in any
grade, please send them to the Education Department in Building
“B”. My office hours are 8:30 am to 5:30 pm Monday thru Friday.

Community activities shall be announced by the Education Office
monthly. If you as a parent have any questions or want to keep your
child from struggling in school homework come down and talk to
me so we can work together to make sure none of the children fail
in school assignments sent home with them weekly.

Please don’t hesitate to come to Tutoring services and | look forward
to hearing from you very soon. I’'m very excited for the upcoming
activities and what we have planned for the youth in school today.

Respectfully

Jasmine Billy, Education Coordinator
Redwood Valley Rancheria, JOM /Education Dept.

That one guy at work who's
always happy to see everyone

Y WIST 8
M LR

-

Even on a Monday morning

Howdy. my name’s Ian. I started working at the Rancheria in January but
I've lived in Northern California for 3 years now. My job is to assist Eileen
with Tribal EPA responsibilities, manage solid waste, and manage roads. On
my free time you may find me hiking in Low Gap Park, combat training in
the gym. or crushing my adversaries at billiards in a local pub.

TN August 6, 2019 RVR TEPA 6
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ICWA Program

New Parenting Classes

The Redwood Valley Rancheria ICWA Program is proud to offer “Fatherhood Is Sacred. Motherhood Is
Sacred”, a 12-week parenting class instructed by Erica Carson, Jr., NAFFA Certified Facilitator.

This 12-Week program developed the Native American Fatherhood & Families
e Association (NAFFA), assists fathers, mothers, and families to fully realize their
v Rittvermad £ potential. It offers participants the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of

IS SACRED

B R the importance of responsible fatherhood as reflected in Native American values

ISSACRED

and beliefs. There is an immediate need to bring men back to strengthening
families - they are the greatest untapped resource. Fathers are the solution to
the problems that face communities and must take the leading role in keeping
their families together.

e These classes occur every Tuesday from 5:30 pm — 7:00 pm in the RVR
s Learning Center and is open to all. Dinner offered to participants.

Trainings

e TR . 5 On March 22, ?019, the Redwood Vall_ey_/ Rancheria Learqipg Centgr hqsted the
ACORNS Regional Meeting ACORNS Regional Meeting and Training on Grant Writing, Epidemiology &
st Evaluation, Chronic Disease Prevention, and NARCAN Administration. All Learning

Center staff members were certified in NARCAN Administration.

Meetings

On March 13, 2019, the Redwood Valley Rancheria
Learning Center hosted the Inter-Tribal Council of
California Annual Meeting and Election of the Board of
Directors. Approximately 30 individuals attended this
productive meeting.

August 6, 2019 RVR TEPA 7



Family Movies

The RVR Learning Center will continue to offer monthly “Family Movie Afternoons.”
There will be plenty of fresh hot popcorn and hot cocoa served. We offer colorful new
cushioned floor mats for you to relax on, so please remember to bring your pillows and
blankets! Keep your eyes out for upcoming movie day flyers.

INCRepiBLES 2

The Learning Center

Upcoming activities and events at the RVR Learning Center
AL AR M1y . . .
T T U T - will be included on our monthly Learning Center calendars.
Q=== g T Please post these on your refrigerator and feel free to call the
Tty & e Learning Center at (707) 485-0361 for more information.
g W w —
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Save the Date!

The Redwood Valley Rancheria Annual Spirit Run will be held on

-

@ < ?@ Saturday, April 13, from 8:30 am — 2:00 pm.
“ICWA Program Prosens Crafts vendor spaces available and all volunteers welcome!

In Meocogritinn of Natinnal Child Abew Prevention Manth
SPIRIT RUN AND WALK

PN AN oM A s Please contact Chris at (707) 485-0361 for details.

Radtwonnd Valley Rarcbaria Leaming Coomn. 2% Kead |
“Uogatidios Pogon o AN use® :"‘:-';"“-'-:-';'
Tdien s Busssns sod Wekme
o aond Wtk Statteal 20 am* ~ v >
[P —
Wi o4 Aty Mo e [ b

Local Artots, dex and Vemdars srv invited tn partscpote- 1% - 1% . .
PLEISEILES SIS . Chwris Plekourski; Redwood Valley Rancheria ICWA Coordinator

-Vokarteers needed fim wet up, fund prepanation, driving & Seanap

Db Tha s besntd by Tor Ahr ot b Conben
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Damage Caused by Off
Road Vehicles

Community Nofice

On Monday March 25, 2019 there
were off road vehicles driving in
prohibited areas. They were
reported by witnesses and clear
markings were created east of the
leach field and behind new home
construction sites.

If this activity persists not only may
fines be issued but these areas may
also be barricaded off to eliminate
access.

To prevent more damage, NO
DRIVING IS ALLOWED in these areas
or other sensitive landscapes. All off
road vehicles must stay on paved
roads.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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Community Discussion on Wildfire Home and
Health Protection &]unnc:gr
| R
P

Strategy @ .
Where: Building B e

When: Wednesday April 24th S v (L%
: E- LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE
5:30pm-6:30 PROVIDED

This casual informational
gathering includes short
slide show presentations,
questions & answers, and
discussions of fire safety.

Topics to Discuss:

e Barricade Fire Blocking Gel <:::::D

e Wildfire Smoke: Cheap and Easy Ways to Clean
Your Air, Low or No Cost Options

e Climate Committee Meeting and Survey

For any questions, please contact your friends in the EPA
Department @

(707) 485-0361
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